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Greetings to ALL of YOU there! 

 

It is only the last day of September, and I am already beginning to write the 

monthly letter, not my usual custom. I am a little better this month. The big 

news this month is RAIN! It was not at the start, rather at the end, this very 

week and we are so GRATEFUL TO OUR GOD FOR THIS. We have prayed and 

prayed and now we have the answer. On Monday morning early it began to 

sprinkle and a little more, but this continued for some hours. Then on Tuesday 

morning (around 2:30 AM) it came down hard as if someone were pouring out 

buckets. This lasted only some 10 to 12 minutes, but the water was running 

everywhere. Then it just continued off and on most of the morning, then a little 

more on Wednesday morning early. I do not know how much actually fell, but 

it was the first real rain since mid-April, a strong answer to our prayer. We 

have land now already plowed in two places ready for planting on Monday 

when the ground will be dry enough to get into with a tractor and drill. Here in 

Cabezas water is yet standing in many places. We again just pray and hope 

that the dry spell is broken, at least for this growing season. 

  

Another blessing for us this month of September is that we have started our 

marriage and family formation for our kids, actually two times this past month, 

the first being in early September but for August. Then again, another session 

was this last week. There are bible passages, and the work done by our two 

psychologists. May Our Lord so bless our kids that they do not repeat the early 

life experiences that were their early upbringing. Too I am now doing the 

Tuesday night religious celebration and also teaching from the Sunday 

readings on family, and also teaching by doing a quiet individual prayer time at 

the end. The Bolivian priest who was with us has now been transferred to be 

pastor of his own parish farther to the southwest of here by some 3 hours. The 

marriage and family formation will continue each month for some years. We 

just hope it penetrates their minds and habits of life. For those of you who 

know Spanish I have bought videos of the religious program of Rosa 

Guadalupe, a Mexican TV series that took experiences and problems of family 

life that was acted out and having Faith in God and prayer to Our Lady of 

Guadalupe being a part of the solution at the end. I think this was and maybe 

still is put on Spanish TV stations in the U.S. I see it was very effective in 

getting across the message of Faith and prayer life necessary for good family 

living. We may begin to show one program a week on Thursday night for those 

students who want to watch it in our auditorium. We have a big screen there 

that can project programs. 



  

In the first week of September, we began in the city the building of our bread 

factory and center for distribution of our other products of milk and meat that 

are part of our work here. (You all there understand that all we do here help 

support our schools is also what we teach in agriculture, veterinary, and 

gastronomy.) The students here do their practice with us. This also includes 

accounting in our office. And twice a week the students of physical therapy do 

practice with the special education kids and adults and others who come to the 

handicap center here in Cabezas. Actually, we have helped so many have a 

better life. I am amazed at the results that have come out of this work. One 

young girl, Camila, lived for 5 years completely bedridden and totally attended 

by others. (I might have told this before, sorry if so). But one of our first 

physical therapy students worked with her twice a week for more for than 

seven months. She now lives more of a normal life, getting around (she also has 

brain damage and cannot go to regular school,) but physically lives a more 

normal life). Her grandmother lives across the street from me and so often 

when there, Camila greets me when I am coming in or going out in my electric 

car. 

  

Along with this in the city about 3 weeks ago a woman who knows of our work 

with organic vegetables called to ask if we could start suppling her small new 

store that will sell only organic foods. I called her on Tuesday of this week, and 

yesterday several of us went to visit her and her store, not too large. And she 

asked us and this morning we took her some seventeen sacks of different kinds 

of vegetables (or maybe more than one sack of one or other kind of vegetables. I 

am not sure that we produce seventeen different kinds of vegetables.) This is 

just her beginning, and ours too. Again, we hope it all develops into a good 

service for her and for us too. When we are in the city with our center (next 

January or so), we hope for a development in this area. Her store is in the far 

north of Santa Cruz in a wealthier section of the city with three rather large 

private universities. As our center will be in the southwest part of Santa Cruz, 

more middle-class population, this will give us a greater extension for our 

products. Our Lord must be responsible for all of this. It would never have 

entered our minds without God involved. 

  

Now it is Monday, Oct. 3, AM. The new news would be the giving out of the 

second semester reports cards last Friday. Actually, I have seen only a few, 

which were good. I have heard some bad news of at least two from my house 

but have now seen the actual reports to support the news. I am hoping for the 

best but prepared for the worst. I understand that the failings will be only one 

subject failing, with the possibility of raising the grade in this last semester. 

(You might remember at the start of the year it was announced that there 

would be a 3-semester school year for 2022. At least two who had failing grades 



in the first semester have raised their grades now enough to pass with the low 

grades in the first semester. I was amazed and glad. 

  

Now Tuesday, 4 Oct. Most all of the kids who have come to live in my house 

these years have been rather stable psychologically. This seems to be changing 

now. One 16-year-old girl who was put with us by the Defense Office in June is 

either developing or just now showing some more severe problems, something 

that I did not notice before this past month. She has fainted or developed some 

weakness problems some 4 or 5 times the last several weeks and the school 

principal has brought her to us. At first, they took her to the hospital, but tests 

did not reveal anything to my knowledge other than low blood pressure, and 

she not able to stand up. She was given an IV and later I went to pick her up. 

She is only in the sixth grade of elementary school, not having studied for 

several years. Maybe it is her making up things, but now working with our 

psychologist, he has discovered some things which he did not want to share 

with me yet, things he is working on. I know most of her past and it is terrible, 

enough to cause lots of emotional problems. Now another young girl, 14 yrs. 

old, came yesterday, returning again to my house after I put her in the dorms 

at school earlier this year. She was doing OK at first, but now seems to have 

had a relapse. Both of the cases are of families totally destroyed, that were 

never functioning with any bonds of love, mostly abandoned by both parents 

who had separated, and just about totally dependent on themselves at early 

ages, along with being kicked around by the more adult siblings (the second 

case). I have noticed the same, but less severe in some of the boys who have 

come last year and again this year. Maybe some of this has been brought on by 

the pandemic virus which has made everyone a little more nervous as work 

diminished and less money affecting already economically and psychologically 

unstable households. Violence related problems have grown in families in these 

times, as has been reported in the news. But with all of this, I ask myself where 

would these two kids be if it were not for us here? Easily kidnapped or trapped 

and sold into prostitution or other types of slavery, or easily killed and no one 

would really care, maybe. My God keeps me here for all these reasons, doing 

what I can. And Our God just keeps raising me up again after falling and 

failing several times in these last years of my life on this earth, not what I 

would think would ever happen. 

  

Now it is the afternoon of Monday, 3 Oct. I just finished taking both of the girls 

to the doctor. The older one was given an IV, staying about two and a half 

hours, and the younger one a more complete exam with an X-RAY ordered of 

her back. But the X-RAY technical said that there were no more places (the x-

ray photo that results from the X-Ray, not knowing the English word) and 

probably it will next week before others would arrive. She was given a shot and 

an order for urine and blood tests tomorrow morning. So often that is the way 



we live here. But it so much better now than years before, when only in Santa 

Cruz would there be any kind of medical attention. We are progressing. 

  

Now Tuesday, 4 Oct. I would like to give just a short review of all the programs 

of education that we give here. I know many of you already know. Sorry! We 

have the small kids dorm, the high school with dorms, adult high school in five 

or six locations throughout the county, and technical courses (5 different ones 

in Cabezas, open to anyone who wishes of any age for two years of study to give 

a profession), our technical institute that will have 4, possibly 5, career choices 

next year, our university study houses, one in Santa Cruz and the other in 

Camiri where there are branches of the state university. One can also study in 

technical institutes. We give free lodging, no food. Right now, there are just 

over 1100 students using our programs, as we have said before, the poorest of 

our large area who have little or no possibility of studying in other places. As 

we now finish this year of study and look forward to next year, I must honestly 

tell you that the amount of money given is gradually decreasing, that puts us 

with the possibility of not finishing next year in our regular high school. (The 

rest are not in danger as little cost to us). The high school is the most costly of 

our programs as we give lodging and those who take care of the kids day and 

night, food and cooks, school supplies and medical attention to those who need 

it, pay some professors, and transportation for those who live in 3 different 

directions of Cabezas, mostly in the municipal area (county), but also to our 

south in another large rural county. This is the lifeline for so many families. In 

the adult programs the adults can work part time, and there are grade schools 

in most of the small villages. High schools are more present now, but yet there 

are many areas where no high school is available. We are the only place with 

dorms and food, so no one has to travel each day (cost prohibitive). With 350 

students we are their only possibility to have a basic education that allows 

them to go forward in life. I am asking (as last year in the October letter) if you 

all who receive this letter could give another $20, $40, $50 or $100 or more, for 

one or two months (October to January) that would give us more security of 

finishing the next school year, February to November 2023? I am sorry to ask, 

but so many of our families depend on this for a future different from what the 

parents experienced. I pray daily for all of you, asking God’s Blessing. May this 

Blessing so fill your lives. 

  

Last week on the international news it was announced by the United Nations 

that some 350 million persons are in danger of going hungry to the point of 

dying. In no way can we as believers in Jesus Christ be able to accept this as a 

valid way of living in our world. I do not know the validity of this, but several 

years back it was said in Spain that the food that is thrown away each day 

could feed another million. We might be able to ask ourselves also how much 

food is thrown out as waste in the U. S. each day? Maybe in our own homes? 



Reading passages from St. John’s Gospel 14,6 up to vs. 14, if Jesus is THE 

WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE….AMEN, AMEN, I SAY TO YOU WHOEVER 

BELIEVES IN ME WILL DO THE WORKS THAT I DO,” If we really are serious in 

living our Faith as Jesus so speaks, certainly we Catholics and others who so 

profess Faith in Jesus Christ, this worldwide, we will not let this happen. May 

Our Lord so move us to figure out how to feed the most urgent starving ones 

and even more. Jesus must be more and more, our model, OUR WAY, OUR 

TRUTH, AND OUR LIFE daily in family, in community, in our country and in 

our world, even work to prevent war all over the world. Let our Faith be a 

witness to the Presence of Jesus Christ in our lives and for those around us. 

  

I thank all of you for your help, first for your prayer and your donations for 

what we do here. 

 

In the letter above, I forgot to add special education, a program we began in our 

place in 2011. It has grown to six centers in the municipality with about 110 to 

115 students. Here there is no graduation, the students of all ages are there. 

There is now one exception, a young 17-year-old girl who is deaf except with a 

hearing aide in her right ear. She hears just behind the ear with the aide. She 

is a beautiful girl and rather bright, and the director (young woman) wants her 

to study a little more here, then go to the teacher training school to be a 

teacher in special education. Actually, we are reaching only a small portion of 

the handicap folks, actually some 500 in all the municipality. 

Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 
 


