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Again, I am forgetful to get to this letter. I have had ideas in a list of what to 

write and did not start this. It is now the 5th of September, and we are 

continuing our drought, a little cooler, but super dry and no rain is in the 

forecast for the next 10 days and more. Dry and very high winds have been the 

past several weeks and will be the forecast again for two days this week. I am 

praying at Mass and on my own and surely, I am not alone in this. We must 

see how long this will be, now going on 3 years, but this year the worst so far 

since April, not a drop of rain and dry, high winds. This is my opinion only, but 

it seems to me that our moisture had come from the east of Bolivia and the 

Amazonia of Brazil, all heavy rain forest. Most all of the eastern Bolivia has 

been burnt with forest fires these last 3 years (over 100,000 acres) although it 

is said that the growth has slowly been coming back. Brazil is worse. So, winds 

that in the past brought moisture, now pass over burnt drier land. But I had 

read an article in the newspaper some 25 years ago while in Trinidad that the 

Chaco (where we are located) of Bolivia would slowly become desert for the 

earth’s relation to the sun. I certainly do not know, nor do I have enough 

learning to know the whole story. Just know that what is happening now will 

affect the future of what we do here. It will make us change what we are 

teaching in agriculture for sure. 

So, what are we doing now in light of what is happening? We have land further 

down along the river Rio Grande that we are developing in irrigation. The river 

is now lowest it has even been according to the oldest folks around here. But 

there is yet a lot of water. Three landowners (all rather small plots along with 

us) have put holes at the bottom of the cliff that starts the “bottom land” (that 

is the wide stretch land that the river uses when there is a flood, then returns 

to its usual riverbed). Only about a meter or so into the sand there is water and 

digging deeper the hole continues to fill with water enough to use for irrigation 

as the others have done. As we use the water, more keeps coming into the hole, 

meaning that the ground level for water in the river bottom is very near the 

surface. So, we are following the example of the other three, digging our own 

open well (the hole just below our land above the river bottom). We have 

cleared about 3 and a half hectares (about 8 and a half acres). Actually, most of 

this was already cleared for field before we got it. We just cleaned it up that 

grown up with some small brush because we have not used it recently. There is 

more. We have about one hectare of land near a small stream in the mountains 

where we have been growing crops with irrigation, and also, we have a well that 

is not in use near the dairy barn that we will put to use to irrigate another 2 to 

3 hectares also (each hectare is 2.4 acres). And there is a possibility of having 

another hole or well near our large garden area down below the school that is 

not far from the river bottom. Hopefully, I have not bored you all with the 

enthusiasm of the old farmer that is yet in me. It seems to me that Our God 



just keeps opening up channels that we need at the right time. But YOU ALL 

THERE PLEASE PRAY FOR US THAT ALL OF THIS KEEPS UP! It will all add up 

to about 20 acres with three crops a year with irrigation. We are enthusiastic 

and yet fearful of a future that is yet unknown in costs and capacity of 

production that will hopefully maintain the school in years ahead. (Just a note, 

all land on river bottoms is owned by the national government, but others are 

making wells there before us, and others graze cows on bottom land. Hopefully, 

all goes well into the future. The local municipal government knows what we 

are doing and are in agreement with it. So, it seems all goes OK for what we are 

doing. 

We began our return to classes in the first days of August with vaccinations, 

trying to bring all up to at least 3 shots against the virus. Several of my house 

took sick from the vaccinations and lost a day of school, but now are doing 

fine. I can’t understand my own situation, not even feeling the needle when 

vaccinate, much less any aftereffects. Again, we are much better than the 

public school which had some virus cases that caused them to have one week 

of no school (homework was given). There is one girl in my house that had an 

appendicitis operation and is now in her second week of recuperation. She is 

doing homework in the house and will return to classes next week. She is the 

last one to come to us with her younger brother, their past lives would make 

one cry, but both now are doing fine. 

Just to show you how modern we are becoming; I tell you that our governing 

council of the foundation has had two virtual meetings. All new to me and 

beyond my understanding to get it into operation. Someone else sets it all up 

and I just enter then. Our council is composed of folks mostly who live in the 

city, although all but one has lived and worked here and knows our work 

firsthand. It is so much easier to get together virtually than trying to travel to 

one place. 

I will go further on our plans for our future now, at least a little, so that you 

can understand where we are. This month of August we have begun a 

construction of a bread and pastry building (mostly bakery, our most 

successful, but other things will enter in also), in the city. We have owned it for 

more than 18 years, a rather large lot in the western extreme of Santa Cruz on 

the highway to central Bolivia and the great vegetable production center call 

Valle Grande, but only a few blocks before the cutoff highway that leads to 

Cabezas and on to Argentina. There is a lot of traffic there and people are 

building houses more and more, plus two large open markets (this means that 

small stalls (probably more than 1000) are being built and then rented out (a 

type of selling the use of the stall for a long haul). This is mostly what people 

here use for selling and most folks buy their needs in these places, including 

us. This is even for a truck load of flour or sugar and other needs as the owner 

of the stall will have a warehouse somewhere near that keeps the stall 

supplied. Some supermarkets exist but yet most folks yet do not go to them. 



The cost is more competitive in stalls and so lower. Small stall owners are also 

more personal and will work with us for all our needs. The house up to now 

and will continue to be a university and technical school lodging for students 

from the country to live free of charge (they do pay some cost of light and water 

each one). Some work too to be able to study. This will continue with the house 

in the front of the lot, while the pastry/bread factory will be at the back. We are 

building a two-story building for later development but starting out with 

Luzbaida and family living in the lower part, while the major part will be the 

factory. The council of the foundation thinks that the area will develop into a 

good enterprise. I am praying for such. We do well in the rural area, but there 

is just not enough population to serve all we are capable of and need for the 

eventual keeping up of the school. Again, we ask for your prayer, that all we do 

serves the poorest of our area and continues into the future. 

  

It was August 25 that I and another person went to a town where there is the 

regional headquarters of a non-profit organization (called NATURA) that 

specializes in conservation of land and helps with water distribution where 

there is great need. They do not dig wells but do help furnish tubing, other 

materials, and technical help for communities with conservation projects. We 

had car trouble on the way, but another vehicle was brought to us, and we 

finally arrived around mid-afternoon. A truck of ours came and picked up the 

other vehicle stranded on the road. Our hope is to have some help in our 

project of irrigation and conservation. Because of the large amount of land that 

we have set aside for forest, they accepted our request. But further, the week 

following (last week) the same group came to sign a contract with the Cabezas 

government to work in this area too. So, all seems to be good so far. We do 

need their guidance as we move into the new territory of irrigation. 

It was August 15 as I wrote in the last letter that we held the blessing of the 

new gastronomy building. It was not attended by all the Cabezas government 

people but went well anyway. The oldest students in the high school in the 

gastronomy course did attend, and the regional director of education was there 

as well as the director of the technical institute, where most surely the course 

of gastronomy to the level of junior college will begin next year. We were 

pleased and we all ate food that the gastronomy classes had prepared that 

morning. 

I would like to comment on the Gospel of last Sunday, the first Sunday of 

September, Lucas 14,25-33. For me it talks of making decisions, making me 

review my own life in many of the elements and experiences that has brought 

me to where I am today. I know that I have shared all this with you all in 

previous letters, maybe some years back. The fear I felt in the adults during the 

Second World War, the nightmares when the Korean War started and the 

suffering of the people, my mom and Dad talking about “the need to help those 



on the bottom.” Curious that at least one of my older sisters does not 

remember ever hearing of this. Then when about 12, I first began to read the 

Gospel in an old New Testament that somehow was put into the back of our car 

and was read by me on the road to and from Decatur. For some reason, the 

Gospel began to penetrate my thinking and feeling. These were the beginnings 

of my life´s decision. But I would like to ask all of you who read this letter, 

what has been and what is now the decisions that you all make today, and do 

we calculate how our decisions of today will figure in for our final judgement 

before Our Lord of Mercy and love? Do we think we are doing all with fidelity 

and sufficient honestly before Our Lord to fulfill our lives OF FOLLOWING 

JESUS CARRYING OUR CROSSES OF LOVE FOR OTHERS, BEGINNING WITH 

OUR OWN FAMILIES, BUT EXTENDING THIS OUTWARD TO THOSE IN NEED? 

We are on the verge of nuclear war, with great suffering in the almost 100 

million immigrants or displaced persons in our world today, where does a true 

follower of Jesus position themselves, how do we live our personal lives with 

the crosses so abundant around us, figuring that our whole world arrives each 

day to us in the national and international news, and we are asked to take it 

up, for the world so in need of TRUE FOLLOWERS FAITHFUL TO JESUS 

WHOSE LIFE ON THE CROSS CONTINUES TO PENETRATE OUR 

CONSCIOUSNESS AND URGE US FURTHER TO BRING HEALING IN SO 

MUCH DIVISION AND HATE? I can’t stop even at my age, and hopefully you go 

along with me. 

I thank all of you in your continued help to us. We continue to go forward only 

because you all make it possible, and the need to help others continues to 

grow, not becoming less. Please continue your love for others. 

  
Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 


