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Greetings to all of you there. Here it is the 8th day of August, and I am only 

now at noon starting the July letter. Sorry, but now I have an excuse, or 

excuses. Much is going on, taking whole days at times. All good, but it takes 

time to do these things. And I have not taken the time to start writing. 

The first thing I want to talk about is our new gastronomy building. I had 

hoped to have it finished by the end of June, then by the end of July. It is now 

August (not finished yet), and we will have the blessing next week on August 

15. That is a special day in the Church and a big day in Bolivia too, the 

religious feast I am talking about. Cochabamba, a large city in the center of the 

country celebrates with a big church called the Church of Urkupiña or its feast. 

But folks all over the country are tied to this feast and Church evidently for 

favors that have been received from prayer offered there. So, it is a feast here 

even in Cabezas. But my own history goes back to Decatur where our parish 

church is Our Lady of the Assumption and we always had a Mass, then a 

parish picnic on that day, many times at the town reunion grounds just south 

of the town. Now for our place in the school here. We are just finishing up the 

building of our large classroom/kitchen where our classes of gastronomy will 

be taught, really up to date and up to par with the regulations for our teaching 

of gastronomy. And we will have the blessing next week on August 15 with all 

the municipal heads, the educational heads, and the students with our 

professors invited. Two different government groups have given us quite a bit of 

equipment since last year. Now we will be able to use some of it. I am ahead of 

myself with this letter of July, but it was my hope to have this finished at the 

end of June. We just never made it. So, I tell of this in the July letter, you 

understand my excuse. 

The second point in this letter will be the local parish feast, Our Lady of 

Carmen on July 16, which is also the municipal government’s feast as the town 

was founded way back in 1779 on July 16 by a Catholic priest. Always there is 

a big celebration here in the Old Town (where I live and where our school is 

located). As it is the town’s feast day all the municipal heads were here too, and 

after a Mass in the Church here, there are talks and so many local groups also 

march on the street in front of the Church. This year I too was asked to talk a 

little, the first time this has happened. The municipal government gave us quite 

a bit of food, a lot of which was left over from the government’s program of 

breakfast in all the grade schools in the municipal area (like our county). This 

will be a large help to us, 100 lb. sacks of flour, sugar, cans of cooking oil, and 

other things. 



Of course, we are a school, but you would not have thought so this past 

month. All classes were canceled for the whole month. Normally there is the 

two weeks winter vacation like our Christmas time off from school, but this 

year we were in our high point of our fifth wave of the virus in Bolivia. So, each 

week following our vacation we had classes canceled twice, until finally we 

started again on August 1. The two weeks must be made up somehow by each 

school, with classes on Saturday or going into the first part of December. We 

will yet have to see how this will be done in our school. This depends on the 

district superintendent and our teachers. Happily, we are going down very 

much at present in sickness. But a case of the mono-virus (monkey virus) was 

brought from Spain to Santa Cruz. There are now 4 cases of the sickness in 

Santa Cruz and 18 suspected cases in observation. This really scares me as the 

news reports are that this disease is extremely painful. We are in the process of 

bringing up all our kids on their vaccinations to the third and fourth shots for 

the virus. I am not sure that there is a way to prevent the mono-virus, just 

pray that it does not get into our place. 

I probably have mentioned before that we have a religious celebration on 

Tuesday night for all the kids who live in our dorms. In my house we have a 

religious celebration on Sunday night with a bible study like catechism on 

Saturday night. I have mentioned before that we have Confirmation and First 

Communion classes for the students who want it too each year, this after the 

religious service on Tuesday night. But in July a new event. There is now a 

Bolivian priest who is stationed in the next parish to the west of Abapó, and he 

is coming to offer the Mass for the kids in the school on Tuesday night. I am a 

priest, but it is not the same when a foreigner is up front as priest as when a 

native is there. Better yet he is also a professional preacher, that is, trained in 

popular missions or a type of street preaching. My hope is that he inspires 

some of the kids, boys or/and girls to think of the religious life. I don’t know 

what will happen as the pastor in the parish west of us just told me that all of 

a sudden two priests from other dioceses in Bolivia on mission work in the 

Vicariate just over the river just returned to their dioceses leaving two parishes 

without a priest and another young priest is being sent to Rome to study, so 

that makes 3 parishes vacant. The pastor thinks that the young religious priest 

with him will be placed in one of the vacant parishes. We have a meeting this 

Thursday to talk of this with the bishop, and the bishop will then make the 

decision as to what to do. 

Another event in this month of July was a blessing of a new water well in one of 

the small villages where I give Mass on the 4th Saturday of the month. Instead 

of having the Mass in a house (no church building there), we had the Mass 

besides the new water well. Why was this such a big occasion? The whole area 

around this village (that is, all the other villages around there have had water 



only two days a week, brought in by truck or railroad car. Water in the area is 

very deep, from 750 feet to 1100 feet down. The government and other private 

help agencies are now taking the steps to try to get water wells in each village, 

so they can have water all week long. There are no pipes yet to the houses and 

I am not sure when and if this will happen. The village is spread out along a 

railroad about 3 to 4 miles or more with houses all along the railway. It will be 

costly to get water to each house. A large storage tank will be built beside the 

well and now folks will have to come in horse drawn wagons or cars if they 

have one to get water to take to their homes. But the people are so happy and 

feel blessed now they have their own well. This actually is the second time that 

I have given a Mass besides a new well in a village which had not had their own 

water supply. All the people in none of the villages are all Catholic, but I am the 

only one asked so far to bless the well with a Mass offered besides the new well. 

Now August 9: 

Next point, really important and a dream now coming into reality. Many times, 

I have mentioned how our school is dedicated to help those in most need. We 

think of our public schools being free, but the reality is something else. Almost 

daily the few small kids (some 22 in our small kids’ dorms who attend the 

public grade school are asked to give a little today, then tomorrow there is 

another thing that the teacher says will cost the student more, then another 

day in the same week more yet. This in reality prohibits many poor kids from 

attending school, being about $3 to $5 a week per child. When a single mother 

of 2 to 4 kids who earns about $110 to $120 a month must have housing, feed 

her family and buy clothes, give medical attention, etc. on this amount, you 

can see that no way will she be able to send her kids to school. In a 

questionnaire that our psychologist did in January 2020 for those registering 

for classes that year (before the pandemic), some 46% of all the kids registering 

that year came from families that earned that amount or less. Others earned a 

little more, but not much more. Then you see the need for our school which 

covers all the expenses for those who need it, including all medical attention 

(food, lodging, clothing, school supplies and any other special and ordinary 

needs for any school). NOW WHAT IS THE POINT I WANT TO MAKE HERE? It 

is this! In July we just started on a path that should have been in operation 

years back. We had talked among us who run all of this and we met with the 

teachers about beginning a program that will be carried out each month for the 

years to come, a program to teach these kids from so many broken and violent 

families as well as the others, how to plan and make sure that their own 

families will be stable and loving households. We have several well qualified 

folks who work with us, others who are professionals, others on the board of 

the foundation, who have experience working with families, to resolve problems 

peacefully, plan a better future, etc. I say monthly that there will be a program 



in each grade that will be dedicated to this, mostly from a religious base (with 

biblical passages to be meditated and explained), and psychological teachings, 

all that go to planning a marriage beforehand and, once in the marriage, how to 

deal with problems from a Faith and psychological sane basis. This is not just 

for a time, but all 6 years of our studies for the kids, each month, we intend to 

have something on this, without ending as we see it now. Please pray that all 

goes well in this. Our kids need this, they deserve this, God so wants it for 

them, and Faith that comes from Our God was meant to serve precisely for 

this. Most of our kids haven’t had a good family life. That is a large part of the 

reason they are with us. We want them to have a better future! So, help us, 

Our God! 

Some religious reflections to end this letter. We just passed the Feast of The 

Transfiguration, August 6, maybe little noticed by most who attend Sunday 

Mass faithfully. In Bolivia maybe a few more notice it as that is the Day of 

Independence here, (like July 4 for the U. S. for you all). What is this Feast? 

This Feast celebrates the time when Jesus led Peter, James and John up a 

mountain and was praying there. Jesus’ appearance began to change into the 

GLORIOUS PERSON HE IS, bright shining light as only our poor material 

creation could show it, there talking with the two most famous prophets of the 

Old Testament, Moses and Elias. First, for me, this shows us Who Jesus is, not 

just another ordinary man, but Our God Who Creates our world and keeps it in 

existence, much more than another ordinary man who happened to work 

miracles and taught truths that held His listeners’ attention. And another 

second point here is that He, Jesus, is showing that there is another existence 

that is promised to us, as to the Old Testament prophets who are now living it. 

This world is not all there is, in reality, just a small and very poor part of 

creation, but here Our Loving God shows us the bigger and more beautiful 

Reality of Heaven, and promises to take us there too, if we live with Christ and 

as Christ, Our Model and Strength. Thirdly this passage of the New Testament 

tells us more about Our God. Jesus is talking about His departure from 

Jerusalem, meaning His TOTAL GIVING OF HIMSELF FOR OUR SALVATION, 

OUR GOD OF TOTAL LOVE, not the god of so many pagan and even modern 

ideas of a jealous god of violence looking to take revenge on unfaithful folks, 

but a God of Loving Mercy Who is Willing to Sacrifice All for us, even us who 

fail so often. We again and again ask forgiveness and we receive it again! And 

again! And again! 

I want to thank all of you who continue to make what we do here possible. You 

are prayed for daily! Please continue in love for the poor we serve! 

Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 


