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Here it is already May 3, and I am just starting to write this letter. Sorry for the 

delay. May 1 is Labor Day in Bolivia, but also for Catholics here it is St. Joseph 

the Worker, and the patron of one of the villages that I serve. But the village is 

far from Cabezas, an hour and a half. Yet I enjoy the village, about one half 

who are Catholic. The Mass once a month is normally in a house, but the 

parish feast is held in the school. We arrived after first celebrating Mass in the 

main church, which is in Abapò. Then we drive another hour to the village. The 

village was having a soccer match, the marrieds against the unmarried. The 

marrieds were not old folks, but the unmarried won with their youth. One of 

the stars of the unmarrieds, who is now graduated from high school and 

studying nursing in the university in Camiri, came to the Mass with his twin 

brother. I do not know if his twin brother is studying there also. The star 

looked like a 12 yr. old off the field, but on the soccer field there was no doubt 

about his age of 19. He commanded the field.  After the Mass there was the 

traditional food, evidently a cow or young bull had been cooked and provided 

meat for all, large pieces. Of course, I was content with a salad and jucca (a 

vegetable that has its fruit underground as a potato, but larger (extremely 

common all around here as it grows easily and produces a lot. It also is 

common in Africa with another name, must be common in the rainier areas of 

the tropics). The two Masses took most of the day, arriving back home about 

3:30 PM. Still, I enjoy the work, which is tiring at my age, but I miss it a lot. I 

do not drive, and Thanks to Our God there are those who work with us here 

who always are ready to drive me, to close by or far away.  As folks here in the 

various villages know that I am yet a little in pastoral more and more I am 

giving funerals of burial, again after 9 days (everyone here has a 9-day novena 

after every death), after one month and one year, all being common here, for 

remembrance celebrations. 

The Masses in Abapò are growing in attendance, probably for the classes of 

First Communions and Confirmations. There are over 60 young folks in First 

Communion. We are just starting the classes in Confirmations there, but there 

are some 15 already enrolled. The Saturday Mass averages about 60, and the 

Sunday Mass some 100 or a little more. A big difference from the 35 that used 

to attend each day (Saturday, Sunday). Abapò is the largest town in the parish 

by far (some 4 to 5000 folks), but the priest hardly comes to give Mass, and I 

believe there has not been First Communion classes for a year or two or three, 

which is why so many are coming across the river to us. There are Baptisms a 

lot, at least every other Sunday or Saturday, and an occasional marriage. 

Someone told me that the priest became mad for some reason, but I am not 



sure what. The Mass before when I was celebrating had from 180 to 200 

always. It makes me sad to see so many folks left without their religious 

devotion and so moral support. Our world so needs Jesus Christ, our families 

so need this, as our families are crumbling, and as a result our societies more 

and more unstable. May Our Lord so move us to rekindle our Faith, our 

following of Jesus Christ, developing a conscience of seeing the world through 

the Eyes of Jesus, making judgements that glorify Our Lord as the judgements 

and actions pour out from our following of Jesus. 

In the high school there are two celebrations now, one for the younger group 

(6th grade to 9th) on Tuesday night, then on Thursday the older group (10th to 

12th). After the celebrations there are First Communion classes for the first 

group, then on Thursday the class of Confirmation. I do not know the numbers 

of the two groups, but I believe the First Communion is about 30, while the 

Confirmation classes are just starting. 

Speaking of our high school one of our better professors is very ill with the 

virus, with only 5% of his lungs functioning. He is in Santa Cruz in intensive 

care. Tomorrow there will be a kermess or activity that will raise money to help 

pay his expenses. He has insurance as all teachers do, but there are medicines 

that are not covered by the insurance. He is young, married, but I do not know 

if he has children. It makes me sad to see this. Last year we lost another one of 

our best professors to the virus, she having diabetes. Shortly after her, her 

sister also died, as she too had diabetes. The teacher was one of the most 

generous ones who helped so many students who had problems. She never 

denied anyone who asked for help in their studies. A very religious vocation to 

teaching those in our school who come from so many poorer families whose 

parents never had the chance to study and now make big sacrifices for their 

kids, sending them to us from close by or from far away. (now May 5, the 

professor with the virus now is much better, with 75% of his lung capacity 

working on its own.) 

I mentioned in the last letter of our technical courses for juniors and seniors, 

all mandatory. This requirement is called BTH meaning a diploma that has 

both technical and humanistic courses as a requirement. We are a little bit 

disappointed because the materials needed for the course have not been given. 

This shows itself as limited when there are some 15 to 18 kids in a class, for 

example gastronomy or agriculture or veterinary, all trying to get their hands-

on practice, and there in only equipment for one or two persons, at most 3. The 

gastronomy class is a little better as we do have enough material for some 6 or 

7, but not 18. At least from the municipal government who was supposed to 

buy the material has given the financial support for paying the teachers (about 

2/3’s of the total pay for a teacher—at least some help).  Just this last Monday, 

May 3, the municipal government changed hands after new elections in March. 



We must see what the new government will do. It is more urgent in these BTH 

courses because we are teaching both our kids and the kids from the public 

school who do not have the conditions that we have for these courses. We are 

yet hoping for complete teachers’ salaries for the teachers who are giving the 

courses, two of which are our regular employees. The solicitude for these 

salaries were given several months back, and May and June are the usual time 

of these salaries being given. Pray to God with us for these. These will be 

almost double of what the government help is now giving to the teachers. We 

must give the other part now. 

Along with the municipal government changing, the state government also 

changed. We have already prepared a petition for help from the state 

government and just waiting a little until the new administration has settled in 

to present our petition. Each administration evidently has its priorities and in 

the last state gov. education was not one of theirs. Roads, water, and electricity 

for all villages was their priorities, and much was done, just about as close to 

100% as one can get without being 100% (some 98%). The outgoing governor 

came late last year to see our work and was impressed, and his wife who is 

professor in the state university then a few days later brought some university 

students to see all that we have. But this was the end of his time and surely 

most all money had been spent. So, we stay hoping for something from this 

new state administration, mostly in the area of food. Together with the state 

government working with the municipal gov. there is a program for food for 

places like ours. Giving food for all our kids every school day and all 7 days a 

week for some 50 to 60 who stay all school year, with the kids in my house all 

12 months, this is a great expense. Again, pray for us as we present our 

petitions these first days of their administration, both municipal and state. 

Faith is a virtue that is used only in reference to Our God, not in any way with 

government people. All we have here is hope, not really a virtue when it comes 

to hoping something from political folks. 

I want to remind you now as I believe I am supposed to do, that all donations 

to our work here is charged 2% for accounting, etc. I am hoping and praying 

that you all continue to help us, even as we look for support from Bolivian 

sources. This is yet a mission project of Faith that was began 18 years ago from 

the Diocese of Fort Worth. This project has grown to be much more than was 

ever imagined and has helped so many more people than was ever thought 

possible. 

God without doubt will reward all who have contributed and continue to 

contribute for such generosity. Love is more than words as St. John told us in 

last Sunday’s second reading, 1 John 3, 18 “Children, let us love not in word or 

speech, but in deed and truth.” I personally think St. John used the word 

“TRUTH” to mean Jesus Christ in His living example that was given to us, as 



Word made Flesh. (read St. John 14, Jesus saying He is “the Way, the Truth 

and the Life) The Father spoke in action giving His Son as example in total 

loving, seen throughout His Life, but most vividly and convincingly on the 

Cross when His Side was pierced and so poured out Blood and Water, the two 

most impressive symbolic Realities of His Spirit, His very God-Life, given to us 

as Gift. It is this Love that comes to us through the Eucharist, Love-filled from 

the Cross. Along with our scripture reading, our prayer, and most important 

our works of charity, we share in this Love. We are never alone, God constantly 

loving us, giving us Power to live like Jesus, to Love in and by Jesus. This is 

what it means to be truly Christian, living Christ-Love in deed and truth, all by 

His Power called Sanctifying Grace. 

I thank all of you for your help to us, continually. I pray for all of you each day, 

hoping and praying that Love will win out in our world over selfish materialism 

that so dominates our world today, some materialism as a national project 

(Communism), but so dominant too in so called Christian nations.  Our Lord is 

calling us to make our lives more other-centered on those in need, less self-

centered. 

  

Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 

 

Now May 6, and I will be going to the city today, will be back to send this letter 

this evening.  News in Cabezas, there is reported a virus case of a person who 

lives up on the highway, along with a teacher also from the public school. I do 

not know why but it seems that some of the students at the public school are 

also in quarantine. Of course, along the highway there are a large amount of 

traffic that connects with Argentina and a rather large city in Southwest Bolivia 

(Tarija). We pray that it does not hit our school. We disinfect all our school 

(classroom, dorms, small store, kitchen, etc.) and my house twice a week. And 

masks are required of all students and teachers all the time. 


