
Greetings to all of you from Fort Worth, Texas as I am in the U.S. looking for funds to keep all going back in 
Bolivia.  Hopefully what will serve as the February letter has not been sent before except in an old form.  As I am 
not at home I don’t know  much of what is  happening down there, so can’t tell you very much.  So I am taking the 
lazy person’s way out and sending this article that has been written in years passed but has been updated to 
today.  Hopefully you all will find it interesting. 

Education in the Parish of Nuestra Señora del Carmen Cabezas 
First we can ask, "Why have we decided on the service of education?" It is an effective way to help poor people. 

First, education enables people to stand on their own two feet in the future; they know how to earn their own way 
in our sophisticated world. They do not need ongoing support while contributing to improve lives of others in the 
society around them.  Secondly, people can decide for themselves what is best for themselves and their country, 
harder to be manipulated by unscrupulous demagogues, or leaders. More than that it is a tradition of the Catholic 
Church to be in education as a way to help people, at least from the year 265 AD (after Christ). (See St. 
Athanasius’ life of St. Anthony of the Desert). 
 
We believe from our faith in Jesus Christ that every person is a gift from God for the good of the entire 
community (1 Corinthians 12: 7). Each person is a unique richness offered by God for the good of their sisters 
and brothers. For the progress of a people it is necessary that ALL people be developed to contribute to 
the common good. Each person uneducated or who lacks a complete education cannot give their bit for the 

good of all. So we must find ways for all area youth & adults to have the opportunity to study. In our municipal 
area or county there are more than 60 communities and most communities do not have courses through 8th 
grade, much less to a high school diploma. At the same time there are many families in which there are not 
enough resources for books, school supplies, and money needed to buy clothes for school. Apart from that there 
are many communities in other municipalities nearby with the same circumstances (single mothers, children of 
separated parents abandoned into the hands of poor grandparents, families made poor by sickness, etc.  About 
60% up to 70% of our regular high school students are from broken families).  So we look for the most remote and 
poorest young people to offer our services.  Too, there are many adults who did not have the opportunity to study 
as children who now need ways to complete their development. Being followers of Jesus Christ we have to 
look for those who most need our help.  We have the sense that with more education a person can offer more 

to the community which is the Christian purpose of education. 

To meet these needs we have developed the following services: 

1. IFRA program with Radio Santa Cruz (Catholic station) offers primary education for adults that had no 

opportunity to finish primary grades in their younger years 
 2.  We have two houses in two different towns with food and lodging for elementary school children (and in 
Mora some high school students) who live far from any school or those who need help paying for education 
expenses. There are some 70 students in these two houses this year. 
3.  There is a boarding school from the sixth primary grade through high school for those who live far from 
any school with courses they need or do not have the resources necessary for study.  (We will have close to 400 
students in 2017.) Our school year runs from February to November in the southern hemisphere.  This school 
offers technical and humanistic courses, now required by Bolivian law. We furnish in school text books, library 
reference books, and for those who need them, we have free school supplies, uniforms and medical care and 
food with lodging.  All families in public schools must buy books for their kids, an expense that prevents many 
young people from studying. ALL ETC Bolivia SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS ARE ONLY FOR GRADE SCHOOL AND 
HIGH SCHOOL AGE STUDENTS, NO ADULT STUDIES.  We work to instill the attitude in our students that they 
have received, afterwards they need to give back to those around them, be servants of others in the community. 
 4.  There is an alternative or high school education program for adults or CEITHA (Center Integral Humanistic 
Accelerated Technical Education) in 7 locations for those who could not study as teenagers. There were 465 
students in classes, both humanistic and technical in 2016. It is a GED program with technical branches. This 
year we offer agriculture (with veterinary and beekeeping ), sewing, and natural medicine with first aid, auto 
mechanic, executive secretary, gastronomy, accounting, special industrial food preparation, physical therapy, 
classical music with violin, guitar, and keyboard - there are 12 courses in all. 
 5.  There is a technical institute with 4 careers: agriculture, veterinary, beekeeping  (including all animals, bees, 
grains, vegetables, forestry) to the level of senior technical and middle technical, (something like our junior college 
degree), clothes making to the  middle technical degree . (We want to extend the offer to auto mechanic, 
accounting, and industrial food processing.) Actually all the areas work together and students can take courses in 



any of the areas they would like, including folks who have no basic education, who want to learn a profession. But 
only high school graduates will receive a degree, others receive only a certificate of formation. But fortunately our 
employers here only want to know if the person can do the job, not see a degree diploma.                                                        
All technical courses offered are open to all students and adults from throughout the area, and as we offer 
educational services for the poorest, we give our services free of charge with only some materials asked of the 
students if the schools do not have them. But also it the law to give free education for these programs (both adult 
high school and technical institute).  Again we are the only technical schools that exist in our rural area for over 
100 miles (some 140 kilometers) around us, so essential for the development of our area, an area yet with much 
poverty, where over half of the population is on subsistence living and especially the vulnerable part of the 
population most in need: single mother households, sickness caused poverty, elderly grandparents raising 
abandoned children.                                                                                                                                                                              
6. We have professionals in psychology and sociology in the area to work with families and struggling 
students, and collaborate with cases of abuse of children and women supporting the Child and Women Defense 
office and provide emergency housing as needed, and work with courses in reflection on values collaborating with 
schools and give vocational guidance for all students in the last year of high school for those schools who ask us. 
7. There is special education (students with brain damage and learning difficulties and other handicaps) serving 
some 40 students (all of grade school and high school age) from Cabezas, Abapó, San Lorenzo, St.Isidro Area, 
and Mora, where there are centers. Our special education teachers also are helping with students (34) with 
learning difficulties in the public school of Mora and Cabezas one day a week. ETC Bolivia supports these 
children as well.                                                                                                                                                                               
8. There are 2 houses for university students in Santa Cruz (northeast of Cabezas) and Camirí (southwest of 
Cabezas) where there are units of the State University of Santa Cruz where high school students can continue 
their studies at the university level or in an institute. (I do not know the number of students yet but we can 
accommodate some 70 students.) We give lodging, but no food. 

We now are serving just over 1200 students, adding up all programs. This does not include numbers in public 

primary schools we help as slow learners. We have now graduated with high school diplomas some 869 students 
counting teenagers and adults (December 2016).  We are the only technical institute outside the city in our area 
for over 100 miles either way.  We are the largest boarding school in the whole area, receiving students from 
some 6 municipal areas and the only special education in the whole region of  municipalities (a municipality is an 
area about three times the size of our counties.) 

You can see 3 basic principles that we use: 1) As followers of Jesus Christ, we look to serve the poorest of our 
area, 2) we give humanistic, technical, and moral formation, 3) We try to instill in the students that once having 
received help it is their need to give back to their communities or others. 

We urgently need you all who have given scholarships, to renew your scholarships if you have not already done 
so.  And if you have friends or family who are open to it, urge them to take a scholarship or two also. Your gift of 
education to a young person will last a lifetime, and give joy and hope to a whole family and their community.  We 
urgently need it now. All that we do in Bolivia depends on all of you who make what we do possible.  And we pray 
for you all each day, that our God gives you great mercy for the mercy shown us here! 

Renewals of scholarships already started before this year are $25 a month or $300 a year, NEW 
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE $35 A MONTH OR $420 A YEAR. Our costs have gone up over 300 per cent since we 
started in 2004.  Sorry to ask this but our need makes it necessary. One can pay by check, credit card or cash to 
ETC Bolivia, see address below. 

We are a Mission Project of the Mission Council of the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth, TX, USA. All funds 

go through the Diocese as tax exempt with 100% coming to us, as all administrative cost being born by the 
Diocese. For more information contact Henry Delcastillo at 817-946-7200 or Mike Wuller at 817-507-8578,or 
Rosalie Kuhanek at 940-564-0092.  Any donations to: Thames Mission Fund or ETC Bolivia Fund, The Catholic 
Center, 800 West Loop 820 South, Fort Worth, TX. 76108-2919   Phone: 817-560-3300 or 817-945-9401.  
 

Visit us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/cabezasbolivia 
Donate on-line at www.fwdioc.org/etc-bolivia 

http://www.facebook.com/cabezasbolivia
http://www.fwdioc.org/etc-bolivia

