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Dear relatives of Father EstebanJasso,TOR,
Dear friars of the TOR Vice-Province of SantaMarfa de Guadalupe,
Dear brothers and sistersof All Saints Parish,
H. E. Michael Olson, Bishop of the Dioceseof Fort Worth,
Dear friends of Fr. StephenJasso,TOR,
May the Lord give you peace!
As the news of the passingaway of our dear brother, Fr. EstebanJasso,reachedme, I was
overwhelmed with pain simply becausehe will no longer be among us, but at the sametime,
it gave me the opportunity to remember the great legacy of goodnessthat he has left us
through his life, rich in human, Christian, and Franciscanvalues. We can truly thank God and
bless Him for the gift He gave to all of us who knew Fr. Jassoand were able to sharewith
him this earthly journey of faith, love and hope.
Fr. Estebaninherited much from his father and mother, who migrated from San Luis Potosi,
becauseof the Mexican Revolution. He grew up in Waco assimilating the values of his
homeland as well. He was able to integrate the best of thesetwo inheritancesand excelled in
his studies,in the military service, but especially in his Christian faith. From being one of the
first participants in the Cursillo retreat movement in the USA and a faithful parishioner in
Waco, though he had had a girlfriend, he heededthe Lord's call to follow Him as a
FranciscanTOR and thus began the greatestadventureof his life, which led him first to be
trained in Pennsylvania,then in Mallorca and finally in Rome. Ordained a priest, he served as
a missionary in Peru, where he had a near-deathexperiencedue to illness, and then for almost
30 years in Mexico, worked as a parish priest of Divina Providencia del Valle and Divina
Providencia de la Moctezuma. He worked with innovation and enthusiasmin both parishes.
He organized Youth Weeks, which are memorable and gave much fruit. He was also
Provincial Commissioner in Mexico and from that position he promoted the spiritual and
material development of our Order with his faithful and generousservice. He was a founding
member and professor of the FranciscanInstitute of Spirituality of Mexico (IFEM) and was
part of the coordinating team of the Synod of the Archdiocese of Mexico under the guidance
of the late Cardinal Ernesto Corripio Ahumada.
Returning to his native Texas in late 1993, after a few months he becameacquaintedwith the
social and ecclesial reality of Fort Worth, in the parish community of All Saints,which is
now entrusting him to the Lord of Life, where he servedas pastor from 1994 until the end of
2017. Fr. Jassoworked tirelesslyin parish ministry and promoting the parochialschool.He
quickly and effectively incarnatedhimself in the dynamic reality of the North Side, with its
lights and shadows,and from there he broadenedhis horizons to respond to the drama that
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many Latin American immigrants experiencein North American society. Sustainedby
community prayer and the celebration of the sacraments,he worked day after day in his
office, in ministry meetings,visiting the sick, writing columns for the city newspaper,in
interviews for local television channels,building professional and friendly relationships with
diverse city and state leadersto promote laws and policies in defenseof the legitimate rights
of immigrants and the most disadvantagedin society. His support for the Vice-Province of
SantaMarfa de Guadalupeof the Third Order of San Francisco did not wane even when his
strength began to fail due to the diseasethat gradually paralyzedhim, Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosisor Lou Gehrig Syndrome.
It is with great sadnessthat Ircahzedthat I will not be able to participate in the funeral
servicesof our brother Fr. Stephendue to the travel restrictions imposed by the current
pandemic, but I wanted to send this messagefrom the Generalatein Rome to honor a dear
and good brother.He welcomed me into the Order and receivedmy professionof religious
vows, he was my formator for some years and he approved my diaconal and priestly
ordination. Years later I had the pleasureof collaborating with him as parochial vicar of All
Saintsfrom 1996to 1998.During my last visits to him, I could seehow his illness worsened,
but was always surroundedby love and care.
I greet with sincereaffection all those who participate in the religious servicesfor our
brother, Fr. StephenJasso.I am convinced that you are filled with gratitude to God and that
you trust in His love and power which grants etemal life to those who have served Him
faithfully. Many thanks for your sincere affection for Fr. Estebanand to all those who have
tirelesslycaredfor him during his long illness.May God richly reward all your generosity.
May the Lord blessyou and keep you,

rujillo Cano,TOR.
Minister General
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