
Have they
received their

First Holy
Communion?

Are they between the ages of 7
and 17 years old? 

Have they
been

baptized?

Were they
baptized in
the Catholic

Church?

They do not need
OCIA-AC. 

Only Confirmation
preparation is

needed. 

Wait until age
15 for

Confirmation
preparation.

 Do they belong in OCIA-Adapted 
for Children?

YES

NO

They belong 
in OCIA-AC

They are “Baptized but
uncatechized Catholic

children (10-17).”
(See W4 paragraph 3 &

OCIA Chapter II)

They belong 
in OCIA

They are “Unbaptized
children.”

(See: W4 paragraph 2 & 
OCIA Chapter II)

They belong 
in OCIA-AC

Are they at
least 15

years old?
NO

NO

They do not need
OCIA-AC.

Under 7? - Infant
Baptism

Over 17? - OCIA 

Key to Resource Abbreviations
“OCIA” - Order of Christian Initiation text (can be purchased from multiple Catholic

publishers)
“W4" - OCIA - Who, What, When, Where UPDATED by Jason Whitehead, December, 2024.

Is their baptism
recognized as

valid by the
Catholic Church?

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

They are “Baptized 
non-Catholic 

children (7-17).”
(See W4 paragraph 4 &

OCIA Chapter II)

Were they
baptized in the

Eastern
Orthodox faith?

Only a Profession of
Faith is Needed -
OCIA-AC may be

helpful for preparation.
(See W4 paragraph 7

&
OCIA Chapter VI:474)

NOYES

YES
They are

“Unbaptized
children.”
(See: W4

paragraph 2 & 
OCIA Chapter II)

They belong 
in OCIA-AC

YES

Are they
10-17 years

old?
YES

NO

They do not need
OCIA-AC- They will

participate in
sacrament

preparation with
their peers. 
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