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Since the late 1950’s the nuns of the Carmelite Monastery have sustained so many of us in our
times of doubt, sickness, and grief with their prayers and devotion to their Carmelite vocations to
pray in communion with the Church. Their example of prayerful fidelity has for many years
strengthened the mission of Christ’s Holy Catholic Church in North Texas. I have personally
relied on their prayers and have enjoyed a spiritual friendship with so many of the nuns. On
August 18, 2023, Mother Teresa Agnes issued a public statement on the website of the Arlington
Carmel by which she publicly rejected my authority as diocesan bishop and Pontifical
Commissary. This has hurt me as a friend and as the bishop because of the deep wound this has
cut in our unity as the Diocese of Fort Worth. Thus, it is with deep sorrow that I must inform the
faithful of the Diocese of Fort Worth, that Mother Teresa Agnes, thereby, may have incurred
upon herself latae sententiae,( i.e., by her own schismatic actions), excommunication. The other
nuns, depending on their complicity in Mother Teresa Agnes’ publicly, scandalous and schismatic
actions could possibly have incurred the same latae sententiae excommunication. The Arlington
Carmel remains closed to public access until such time as the Arlington Carmel publicly
disavows itself of these scandalous and schismatic actions of Mother Teresa Agnes. I stand ready
to assist Mother Teresa Agnes on her path of reconciliation and healing. Please join me in
praying for the nuns, and the restoration of order and stability to our beloved Arlington Carmel.
May Saint Teresa of Jesus intercede on their and our behalf.
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