
ABORTION: The deliberate 
killing of a human being before 
birth is never acceptable and 
must always be opposed.

CLONING: The cloning and 
destruction of human embryos 
for research are always wrong. 

EUTHANASIA: The pur-
poseful taking of human life by 
assisted suicide and euthanasia 
are an unjustifiable assault on 
human life. 

END OF LIFE: The USCCB 
calls for greater assistance 
through health care, palliative 
care, and hospice for the sick 
and dying.

FERTILITY: The U.S. bish-
ops oppose contraceptive and 
abortion mandates in public 
programs and health plans.
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HOUSING: The U.S. bishops 
support a renewed commitment 
to increase the supply of safe, 
affordable housing through 
public/private partnerships.

THE POOR: Social and eco-
nomic policies should create jobs 
with decent working conditions 
and just wages. Barriers to equal 
pay for women and minorities 

must be overcome.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: 
Religious liberty should be pro-
tected and promoted vigorously, 
both at home and abroad.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE: An 
ethic of responsibility, rehabili-
tation, and restoration should 
be the focus of a reform of our 
broken criminal justice system.

DEATH PENALTY:
America’s continued reliance on 
the death penalty cannot be justi-
fied because there are other ways 
to protect society that are more 

respectful of human life.
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IMMIGRATION: The Gospel 
call to “welcome the stranger” 
requires Catholics to care for 
newcomers, authorized and 
unauthorized, including refu-

gees, asylum-seekers, and victims 
of human trafficking.

PAYDAY LENDING:
 Catholics should support legisla-
tion that protects consumers from 
the exploitative and excessive 
interest rates charged by payday 

lenders.

DISCRIMINATION:
America’s bishops call us to com-
bat any unjust discrimination, 
whether based on race, religion, 
gender, age, or disability.

EDUCATION: Parents, as 
the first and fundamental edu-
cators, have the right to choose 
the education best suited to their 
children, including public, private, 

or religious schools.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE: 
Catholic social teaching upholds 
economic freedom, the rights of 
workers to organize, and the right 
to private property. Workers and 

employers must work to create a 
more just economy.

HEALTH CARE: Accessible 
and affordable health care is 
a fundamental human right. 
Millions of Americans still lack 
health care coverage.

ENVIRONMENT: The U.S. 
bishops support taking concrete 
steps addressing global climate 
change and protecting the land, 
water, and air we share.

MARRIAGE: The needs of 
families should be national pri-
orities. Marriage must be defined 
and protected as a lifelong exclu-
sive commitment between a man 

and a woman.

GLOBAL SOLIDARITY: 
The great interconnectedness of 
our world calls for dependence 
on the virtue of solidarity. The 
U.S. must be a leader in building 

a more peaceful and just world.

THE FAMILY: The ideology 
of “gender” as nothing more than 
a social construct undermines the 
family and must be dismissed. 
Policies on taxes, work, and wel-

fare must uphold the value of 
marriage and family.

COUNTERING 
VIOLENCE: 
Curbing violence in media and 
supporting reasonable restric-
tions on assault weapons and 

handguns are particularly import-
ant in our “culture of violence.”

HEALTH CARE: The nation’s 
health care system should respect 
human dignity, human life, and 
respect the principle of subsid-
iarity. Employers should be able 

to offer health care without com-
promising their moral convictions.
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