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Today is a beautiful day, full of sun and warmth, for a change, after almost continuous clouds 

and cooler/cold weather for us (in the 50’s and lower 60’s) for almost two months, without a 

break.  It is the 2nd of July and our kids started their winter vacation from school yesterday.  

They will return on July 18, just past our parish patron feast of Nuestra Señora del Carmen on 

July 16. So the parish fest will be more subdued, mainly a Mass on the vigil and the morning 

following. Then there are several other communities that also celebrate their feast of Our Lady of 

Carmen, some the day before, some the same day, and we will need to get around to all of them 

as we can. 

 

Two seminarians are here with us since last week, one leaving this week, the other one, our own, 

will leave on July 14.  It is great to have some dry weather that allows us to get around to more 

places that often are impossible to reach for mud with deep ruts made by big trucks taking the 

corn harvest to market.  This is how most of our kids live, on their land with corn the main crop 

and the harvest in June and July.  Before it was hand-picked, but now most can hire a big corn 

harvester (combine that shells the grain into large bin that is then transferred to a big, waiting 

truck.  It is these trucks that make it so hard for smaller vehicles like ours to get around. You 

might remember back in July 2014 when one of our graduating seniors was bit by a rattlesnake 

as he hand-picked corn with his Dad.  Without the help of a doctor (nor medicine), prayer with 

Faith healed him and in 10 days he was back in school and graduated that year.  He is now in our 

technical institute studying agriculture. I am not recommending this for all, but when other 

resources are scarce and there is much Faith as in his family God is very active, very much a part 

of daily life. Anyone who has worked with the poor knows well that God-made miracles are a 

constant in their lives. This reminds me too that this weekend (July 2-3) his parents and two 

other couples of the same bible study group will be in an archdiocesan meeting of married 

couples in Santa Cruz. It is not often that rural couples such as these get to share their lives and 

stories with those who have left the country for city life. 

 

We took advantage of the two seminarians this past week, while school was yet going on (final 

semester exam week; now there are 4  semesters in our school year) to have them talk about 

vocations (both vocation in general and religious).  These talks were for the junior and seniors 

classes.  Always it is my hope that another young man will sense a call from God, or the first 

young woman will feel drawn to a life-time service to the poor.  One seminarian, now a deacon, 

of our parish will be ordained in August this year.  Another one, a graduate of our school, is 

finishing his philosophy this year, with 4 more years of theology study ahead of him.  A constant 

theme that I try to instill in the kids here is that education is a preparation for service as well as 

making a living.  The two must go together. Our talents are gifts of God and need to give back in 

gratitude, not a word of thanks, but a life lived in gratitude.  That is what makes us followers of 

Jesus Christ. (see first epistle of St. John 3,18, and read a little further in 1 John 4, 16-21, a 

beautiful meditation).  Our school is not just a way to get a secular education and so earn more 

money to live more comfortably.  But to make a difference in our kids we need your prayer too 

for only God’s Grace/Spirit so penetrates into the deep soul that makes hunger for God a part of 

our lives. So please pray for our kids.  



One event that always fills me with much pleasure is our folk dance programs.  This month of 

June, on the last day, June 30, there was one, that also included a concert of our music classes.  

This year we taught only classical guitar, as our violinist left to continue his university classes 

which included a trip to Europe for him.  I was really sad in part for I had to miss both.  We have 

communities way off the highway, and crossing two rivers that needed pastoral attention, which 

the wet weather of previous weeks had prevented.  I had scheduled the visit to these places 

before knowing of the presentations.  But I understand that both presentations were good and 

worth seeing.  Now I will wait for the sixth of August for another round. I yet hope that someone 

besides a grand-niece of mine from the U. S. will join us. 

 

Also on the planning of the 6th of August is an annual meeting of the graduates of our school.  

We have just started, and probably it will be only some few whom we can contact to invite.  Our 

hope is to maybe enter into study of graduates of faith-based schools in contrast with secular-

based schools to see how the graduates fare out in public life as adults. The author of the study is 

a professor of economics at TCU in Fort Worth who want to publish a book of her findings. 

My hope this year is to do a little different on our photos of the kids, including some more 

biographical information on each one with their picture, in English of course.  This means 

translating, but Google and other programs are available.  We will see how it works out. 

This reminds me too of our marriage preparation that I give to the juniors and seniors each year.  

I believe I have talked of this before so will not go into it again now.  This too makes our school 

different in its preparation for living.  Pope Francis’ latest teaching letter is on the family, really 

worth reading, more of a meditation in so much of it.  I recommend reading it as a couple 

because it has so much say for a better world.  We here recently have had some shocking crimes, 

events that we think only happen in the city.  How do we make a better world, how do we 

influence those around us, those who never have time for God nor moral, no appreciation for the 

value of human life?  It seems to me that the family is where this is most possible, giving 

formation from conception to age 6 when the character of each person is being formed in its 

most basic values.  These are not learned from hearing, not from words, but from seeing, living 

daily in customs that become part and parcel of our way of living without hesitating to think 

about what we are doing. It is just the way we are, formed so in our earliest years, grounded in 

our daily habits automatically. So many of our kids come from different circumstances, where 

violence, emotional, verbal and physical, were what “happened” to them, what they learned by 

experience. Our need is to be the opposite, even to the extreme of love, fraternity, forgiveness. 

We have to counteract the extreme bad with extreme good.  So it seems to me. 

 

The above ideas have been on my mind these past several weeks because of the violence that has 

shocked us here.  And this is what resonated with me reading the Gospel for this weekend, 14th 

Sunday of Ordinary time.  Jesus sent out 72 other disciples in chapter 10 after the 12 sent out in 

chapter 9. For me these are the lay folks, today women and men, whose call comes so strongly 

from Baptism, so urgently in need today, as they go into places where priests and sisters will 

rarely put foot, into homes of relatives, friends, acquaintances from work or school.  Their 

message is not first from their words, rather from the radical difference in their Jesus-lived 

values, in contrast to what we see around us on every side. It is possible that words will find a 

place at one time or another, but mainly our example, is what teaches, questions, causes 

reflection.  We must not be afraid to be different, not part of the mainstream. It is Jesus Who is 

our Model, our Way, our Life.  It is He Who is Savior not only in the afterlife, but so urgently 



needed today to help us civilize so much of our world where violence, both interior and exterior, 

is more and more dominant, but especially in family life. 

 

In my earliest years of priesthood, in the late 60’s, protests were popular.  But thinking back 

protesting left me angry, but empty.  I early on came to the idea that what was needed then as 

now was good example, going further than most, taking our Faith in Jesus, God-Man, Divine and 

Human, more seriously.  Certainly each of us has our vocation and our place, and no one need to 

sense a call to be like Bob Thames.  But each of us can do so much, in our own place, in our own 

way. For me being lovingly positive to what is good is better than being negatively angry at what 

is bad. This is what makes me want to have good marriage preparation for our kids here and 

happy, good families of all of you there. 

 

Thanking all of you for your support of us here. 

  

Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 

 


