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More than half of April I spent in the U. S., some 18 days with travel included.  I want to thank all of you who 

received me and made my life enjoyable there.  But I must confess, my heart is always in Bolivia.  I had a good time 

with my family, just over 4 days, and it always makes us wonder if each visit will be our last together.  I am the 

youngest at 77 and this year only 4 of the six who yet survive on this earth were present. I want to THANK 

personally the parishes which received me, the priests and the people, who respond so generously. I arrived back in 

Santa Cruz on April 26 in a cold rain and wind that penetrated the clothing that I wore.  The plane yet made a good 

landing despite some turbulence in the air coming down.  This was our first cold front of the coming winter and the 

people all kidded me that I had brought it in. The high school had prepared a special welcome the next day, which 

surprised me, so much warmth from so many. 

Two extra treats of the time was a very short visit with Msgr. Ray McDaniels of ST. Philip’s parish in Lewisville, 

with a possible visit to Bolivia with himself and some parishioners. VERY WELCOMED ALL OF YOU FROM 

THERE. OUR DOORS ARE OPEN TO YOU.  And we can accommodate you all up at St. Rosa de Lima church 

where we have beds for men and women with bathrooms to boot, and refreshing cold showers (good if it is hot 

weather). The second treat was a visit with a professor of economics of TCU, Doctor Dawn Elliot.  She is interested 

in making a study of our work here to see how faith-based projects do in community development as compared to 

ones that are civilly carried out. I am so convinced now even more than at the beginning that moral formation, 

especially preparing the young for stable married life, raising children in a stable, loving environment is important 

for a stable society in the future -- more on this at the end of this letter.  We wait to see what her conclusions are in 

the future. We are now gathering material that will be part of her study. 

It is a great joy to announce that our physical therapy center is going great guns. More and more folks are showing 

up here for some treatment and our local hospital is sending patients to us who need this type of treatment.  The 

young doctor/therapist goes to Mora where the sisters live to do consulting and treatment each Tuesday morning, 

taking with him two young women from Rio Seco who are high school graduates and are in their second  year of 

physical therapy study, doing practice supervised with the doctor.  The sisters there are delighted as are the folks 

there who need attention. Here in Cabezas the second year students do their practice in our center with a growing 

number of patients.  I have some anxiety about September of this year.  Doctor Carlos has a scholarship to study 

neurosurgery in San Paola, Brazil, beginning that month. Who will replace him? As a doctor too he gives medical 

consulting as well as giving therapy and showing his second year students how, who then do the work under his 

supervision. I told of Claudia and her growth process while in the U. S., but one of the most exciting cases for me is 

a young girl of 5 or 6 who was totally paralyzed, living as a baby with no movement, who now is moving her arms 

after only a month or so of therapy. I do not know the exact situation, only seeing her at Mass on occasion. I could 

tell of Marita (little Mary) whom I mentioned also in my sermon there.  The hearing specialist in Santa Cruz told us 

of an organization in La Paz that gives free hearing aids to students, and her Dad and one of our nurses went with 

her and now she hears for the first time in her life in one ear.  I hope soon we will be able to have the other ear also 

with a hearing aid. I could tell of several other persons but maybe in another letter. I hope to include now a dental 

component with a possible dentist, graduate of our school, about which I talked with there in the U. S. also.  What 

we have is actually a medical center with a signed agreement under the local hospital to collaborate with them in 

what we are able to do. And our students have medical treatment so close along with natural medicine. 

The week before I came back here a new principal was established here.  Maybe I did not explain earlier that our 

former principal of 3 years went to join with her husband who has been working in La Paz. There was an exam open 

to all teachers with a certain category to fill the vacancy, and only two of our own professors applied to take it.  The 

one who had the highest score was then awarded the job, our physical education teacher, who will now have to be 

replaced. We had lacked a music teacher as well, and the position was finally filled while I was gone too, a teacher 

of literature, because the trained music teacher who was available insisted on bringing his wife who is also a teacher, 

but no job was available for her.  So he did not come here. One finds out that the teachers’ union has a strong 

influence here, not always to the benefit of our students.  There are music teachers available, but they are not normal 

school trained, so not a part of the teachers’ union. I am not anti-union but the situation here now is not always 

served by it. One of the things that impressed me early on with our school experience is the poor treatment given by 



the government to teachers. The situation has become so much better, but there are yet some weaknesses to be 

ironed out. 

And while I am on the topic of school weaknesses I want to mention the yearly track meets that take up a whole 

week of our time, taking students out of class to gather in one district school each year, the students sleeping on the 

floor of a classroom, food prepared by each school. The students then compete with the other schools of the district 

and those who win their event go on to a regional meet later in the year, then to state wide competition, t hen nation-

wide.  My concern is that a whole week is taken up in each meet, with students who win moving on up in 

competition.  I think that in a few years the memory of the meet will fade and the education not given will be sorely 

missed.  Last year I counted up almost a month of classes missed in track meets and other events that took students 

from school.  Of course not all students are in the activity, but this year some 70 to 80 kids from our school took part 

the last week of April. I just wish that these events would be held on several weekends, not causing missed classes.  

Once before the district superintendent tried to force us to cancel school so that students from other towns could use 

our dormitories, but I resisted.  It would have meant that all our kids would have had to go home, so no classes for a 

week for all. The then district superintendent is now the state head of education and I believe at times that his 

resentment means no new government salaries for our school which yet lacks two to be complete. But life goes on! 

Yet more on education -- several years back new curriculums were established for all levels of primary and 

secondary education, with an emphasis on practical applications of what is learned.  Of course, no text books had 

been prepared for the new ideas.  So gradually texts are being prepared to meet the new guidelines by various 

companies.  We have been buying the new books for our students as they have come out for the past 3 years, with 

this year being all complete we hope.  Also there are new reference books or types of dictionaries for each subject 

that aids the teacher and which we are being able to get that will help in homework for our library. One of the big 

advantages of our school is precisely that we furnish books and a rather good library. All other school students must 

buy their own, which is a great obstacle to education in so many countries of Central and South America. Also with 

our library and the text books in the library in the afternoons the students prepare homework to be turned in and 

prepare expositions in class that makes them able to speak in public with ease by the time they finish here.  This is 

confidence building that marks our kids who can speak in public so easily. 

Certainly violence is not new to humanity -- wars between ancient tribal groups, and now between nations, has been 

a constant in world history. Violence in families and between families has also been ever present.  But our Catholic 

Faith with Jesus Christ as our Example and our Inner Power has this divinely inspired goal, to bring Peace with 

Jesus as Prince of Peace.  And I am of the opinion that so many violent adults had violence in their infancy and 

childhood, once received and branded into them as innocent children, give back to the world they live in the 

violence received during their formative years.  I say this as an introduction to the big necessity of giving loving,  

patient, constant care to children, even when yet in the womb. This does not preclude discipline, but obligates it in a 

loving, non-violent way.  Children’s personalities or character formation begins in the womb and continues largely 

to 6 years old, this when words have less influence.  It is actions, attitudes, moral environment that mostly form 

young humans. So the Faith lived out with the Power and Example of Jesus Christ is what is most needed by parents 

of young children.  But fighting, conflictive, argumentive parents teach otherwise.  Separated parents leave children 

a sense of abandonment or at least a sense of insecurity with the lack of love of a parent that is absent.  And all this 

leads me to ask what more is brought about when migration separates parents from kids or violence of war as in the 

Middle-East or parts of Africa, and gangs in Central America make orphans who must fend on their own from an 

early age.  In all of this we can ask what is our Christ-like response to those whose lives are being formed more in 

violence than in love, more in insecurity from whatever source? And we can ask what our future world will be like 

when these young people become adults and affect the world with their personalities and how does our Faith enter in 

to bring healing to such a world? The first response for me seems to be evident, make our homes in which we live 

today with children the most loving, caring, disciplined homes possible. Our witness is all the more necessary in the 

world of violence in which we live, witness to our relatives and neighborhoods, our schools and marketplaces. And 

our children as loving adults will be more capable of healing a world gone mad with violence.  And how much more 

effective would be groups of families as a support group, who gather to study God’s Word, and try to put it all into 

practice, first in their own homes, then in their surroundings? 

Thank you for all you all do for us with your prayer and support. 



Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 

 


