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It is misting rain this Easter Monday, and it would be a dreary day for many but here rain at this 

season means better crops for our people, and all of it soaks in, making for soft earth.  Heavy rain 

packs the earth and causes run-off that leave gullies in the fields and roads, and eventually runs 

into the river and not into our underground water systems. I had thought it might be sunny today 

and I had planned to wash some clothes to hang out to dry.  So I will write this letter instead. 

Much is on my mind as you will see. 

 

I had said in my last letter that I thought we had fewer kids in school this year.  I was mistaken 

and had not informed myself.  We are about the same as last year, or just above in our own 

school here in Cabezas (just over 400), with others more in Mora and in our small kids dorms in 

Cabezas (13 stidents).  Mora is just lodging and food, while the kids attend the public school. 

This began with just primary school kids, but has now grown into secondary as well, with some 

52 kids this year.  We built a second dormitory for the boys last year, now with two rooms for 

boys and two for girls.  All use just the four toilets and four showers.  There just is not much 

room left in the church lot for more at present.  We may have to re-think our use of space there. 

Our special education school has grown up to 32 students in 5 locations, (and helping with about 

42 students that are slow learners in the public school) with 74 students in all.  Leaving aside the 

public school slow learners we are directly helping 499 students who are supported by the 

EDUCATE THE CHILDREN SCHOLARSHIPS. The number of students in our adult high 

school (usually around 450 to 470) and public institute are unknown to me at present, but the 

institute rector told me that it about the same as last year.  That would be some 220 students.  It 

seems again this year we will have about the same 1100 students in all our programs, maybe just 

a little more. We also have the two university houses with some 50 or more students, included in 

this number. 

 

I am more aware of the students in Mora this year because of my working there in the northern 

part of the parish.  When Fr. Wily Flores was recalled to his diocese near La Paz in January and 

the other priest with me receiving his faculties to exercise his priesthood just before Easter I 

began my pastoral work in the north, as Fr. Daniel Igazy (maybe misspelled name. He is a 

descendent  from Japanese immigrants who came here in the early 20th century) only was 

familiar with the southern part where I had been. As communities are scattered all over the place, 

if one does not known the roads, it is easy to get lost trying to find a community and even harder 

to find the church location. It has been 7 years since I had worked that part, but it came back to 

me, and the people were still known, with many news ones besides, as our population continues 

to grow. He has been a god-send as it would have been impossible to do much work in a parish 

so large, so spread out. 

 

Again we had student and adult missionaries who were trained Holy Week services who helped 

the communities prepare and carry out some part of the Holy Week ceremonies.  I believe this 

must be strange to most Americans, but in Africa as well as Latin America lay people and 

religious sisters do a lot of pastoral services to the extent that they can.  Of course Good Friday is 

not a Mass, just a ceremony so it can be carried out almost the same.  Only our trained pastoral 

team is allowed to give Consecrated Eucharist.  All other ceremonies are just Liturgy of the 



Word.  But our people come just the same.  There never was any Holy Week services in most of 

the communities until we came.  The former pastor covered only 11 communities, almost all 

along the main road.  Of course that was a heroic feat with no electricity and just a dirt road (all 

mud in the rainy season, all dust in the dry season) and he almost totally alone with only two 

helpers. Our work has been made so easy with the paved road since 1996 and electricity since 

Christmas 2001. I was reminded of his work this Holy Thursday when I had to drive 22 

kilometers (just under 15 miles) to a village in deep mud. This even with our 4-wheel drive 

Suzuki jeep.  Twice stuck, the second time almost at the village where we were going. We got 

out of the jeep and walked, slipping and sliding, to the school for the Mass. With God’s Grace 

the 3 student missionaries had all prepared with smiling faces.  We celebrated and the many 

people who came (fortunate for us) were asked and gladly agreed, to come after the service to 

push us bare-foot in deep mud back up on the road, so we could leave to go to another village. I 

was to go to another village off the highway, but opted to one along the paved road.  In all with 

our student and adult missionaries and two priests, we managed to celebrate in some 40 or more 

places, we two priests covering as much as we could. 

 

I am filling all the space of this letter with Easter activities, but there is one more item I want to 

share with all of you.  A priest friend from the Archdiocese of Sucre to the west of here (now on 

loan to the diocese to the southwest of us, which is very short of priests)  told me of a young 

priest from his archdiocese who has just finished a degree in psychology and who might be 

looking for a  place to work.  The young priest called me and he will come on Easter Tuesday, 

tomorrow. I hope to have him as chaplain to the school in spiritual as well as psychological 

work.  This will enhance our work with so many students with emotional problems caused by 

broken and dysfunctional families (some 60% to 70%). Probably I will ask him to help in Mora 

as well to some extent. This will increase our services and take a load off of me at the same time. 

And hopefully as a Bolivian he might inspire young men and women to consider a religious 

vocation, so much in need here.  My life-style at times seems to shock our young men in the 

school and makes them think twice of the priesthood.  But who knows the future, when my life-

style might be more necessary.  See Pope Francis’ letter on climate, especially from paragraphs 

202 to 208, when it speaks of change in life-style from a perspective of charity for others. Live 

simply so that others might simply live. Never before in this letter have I done this, but the 

number of students again this year we have with the rise again in food costs, I would ask for 

those who receive this letter, if not already done, to renew  their pledge of scholarship or 

scholarships if more than one.  Salaries also continue to rise by law here in Bolivia. We just need 

your help.  And if you could convince friends and relatives also, to consider a scholarship it 

would help us tremendously. If you would need help on this you could contact Henry Delcastillo 

on internet at “delcasth@aol.com” or Mike Wuller at “mewuller@aol.com”. They would be 

happy to provide you with the information necessary for this, and it would be a very worthy way 

to practice charity in this jubilee year of Mercy. Maybe I should include a story of one or other 

young person whom we help each month so that you can see more directly whom we are helping.  

This is just to see how important in the life of a young person your help is. Our schools are 

especially for those most in need. 

 

I would tell the story today of a family, 5 children, ages 14 down to 8.  This is Heidi Fernandez 

and her 4 younger brothers, Jose luis, Leonardo, Leandro, and Alejandro.  The five are orphans, 

their mother having died just over 4 years ago. Because the mother had lived with so many men, 
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no man would claim responsibility for them. They moved in with their mother’s sister and 

husband which family already had 5 children of their own.  Food was scarce and hunger was a 

daily problem, and along with education an almost impossible circumstance. The situation was 

brought to our attention last year (2015) in March by a teacher in our adult education program 

who was giving classes in their village, some two hours from Cabezas. With the help of the 

Child Defense office the 5 were brought to us and put under our care. It is I who am responsible 

for them, food, clothing, education, as father and mother to the best of my ability, with of course 

help from our pastoral team. I will bring photos of them when I come in April. We do need your 

help! It is not only education but their existence that is in the balance. 

                                                                                                                                                                 

I want to conclude all of this with a reflection on the Resurrection of Jesus. We all know how our 

discovery of far out space in our universe has affected our vision of our physical world.  If we 

were to try to travel at the speed of sound to the end of what we know today, we would live only 

to just get started on such a journey, this universe is so large.  But our Faith in Jesus goes much 

further than this, for Jesus’ Resurrection opens up eternity for us.  There just is no ending for 

we enter into the very Life of Our God, Creator of all.  Of course, we do not see with physical 

eyes, but “know” for certain with Faith in all that Jesus has revealed to us. This broadens our 

understanding of Life, it extends our human horizons far beyond this very small world, which we 

come to understand is just a starting point, a small preparation to love, that only begins to flower 

or mature after we pass from this life, this world, to go to the Father, share in His Life which is 

made possible by our Union with Jesus, His Son. I find it interesting that Acts chapter 9,2 and St. 

Paul in Acts 24,14 and 22 use the word “those of the Way” or road in the original Greek to 

express followers of Jesus. Basically this means that we are just “passing through” on this earth, 

not staying long, just getting ready here for what follows,  again all made possible by The 

Father’s Son, sent to die horribly for Loving those unloved, bringing in those left outside, raising 

up those pushed down,  pouring out His Spirit of Life-Power that allows us who strive to love as 

He has loved, made possible again by his Grace.  It means our way of seeing and using our world 

must be different from those who see this world as the end-all of life, different from those who 

would want to be owners of this world, and shape it to their image, exploit it for their advantage, 

to become kings of their part of the earth for such a short time, then leave it to be forgotten.  

How short-sighted, how false values rule so many, how mistaken are those who believe this 

world to be their final destination, and have lived only for here. Again it means that Our Father 

has all prepared for eternity, there, just beyond our last breath here, with open Arms to receive us 

and in Jesus give us the Fullness of Real Life, Love as Jesus Loved and continues to love.  We 

just need to adjust our lives so that this vision of Faith of our world and our place in it shapes our 

daily existence, preparing for the Real Life that only begins after our life here. 

 

Thank you all for you friendship and support. 

 

Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 

 


