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It might seem a dreary afternoon, rainy, rather dark from low clouds, drizzling after a good hour 

of heavy rain earlier.  But for us it is close to Heaven, God-sent on newly planted crops and 

pasture needing some moisture. Today is Sunday, the 5th of February, and the day before our 

first day of school which begins the full year tomorrow, first Monday of Feb. as always until the 

end of November. Students have been arriving all day, and it seems there will be more students 

this year than last.  At least we have had a lot of new students enroll since the 16 of January. The 

students from last year did not need to re-enroll, just when our classes begin, would need to 

update their documents with photo-copies of last year’s final report card to show the validity of 

passing to the next grade. There will be students coming in at least for two weeks, as some come 

from afar, and others are working and do not want to quit their jobs until the teachers are settled 

down to organized advancement in their courses. This usually takes some 3 to 5 days or more. 

After two weeks of school we will see our final enrollment. 

 

We have made some improvements in our structure, new screens, fixed beds, new mattresses, an 

enlarged kiosco (small store with all kinds of stuff for school and food which we prepare, and a 

photo-copier, ice cream machine and yogurt which we make from our own milk).  If we get our 

health department approval we will begin to make whole milk ice cream, which we hope to sell 

to a wider market in the towns along the highway. We always have dreams bigger than our 

possibilities, but this keeps us growing. The biggest improvement is the arrival of natural gas for 

our school kitchen and our gastronomy kitchens.  This was only turned on this last Saturday 

morning.  It will finish our need to look for firewood, which occupied several days each 

month.  Too firewood is getting further away and harder to find. I just hope our cooks can adjust 

to use the gas without letting accidents happen. 

 

Back to the enrollment process, this has been enrolling students also for the adult high school 

education program as well as our technical institute.  I haven’t asked about the number of 

students this year for those groups.  The adult high school program is our largest in attendance, 

always just under 500 students, spread out to some 7 locations in the municipal area. This will 

actually get started with classes some two weeks later. Of course there is also our special 

education program that will begin classes tomorrow along with the regular high school, now 

having some 40 students this year. There are also the small kids dorms in Cabezas where it 

seems to have some 20 young students, double the number of last year, plus the lodging and food 

for students in Mora where the Sisters live, already with some 45 students enrolled.  So there are 

a lot of school offerings and lots taking advantage of what is presented.  Our hope is to make a 

difference in the lives of so many families who otherwise would not be able to educate their kids. 

And all of this affects the communities in which they live.  Maybe I will give some tales of this 

in letters later this year.  A lot has come to light this month of January, more to come. 

 

This year we hope to put a lot more elements of religious formation in our program.  I will try to 

give some of those elements in this letter. We now have a small chapel that will have a book of 

the Bible for daily reading, a book of lives of the saints for each day, some other things for 

religious reflection, with a large crucifix (carved by our carpenter shop—to be done yet), a large 

painting of Jesus, and Our Lady of Guadalupe of the same size on the wall (just about all done). 



It is a place just to sit and peacefully pray as one wants, think about their lives in the light of 

Faith in Jesus Christ. Once a month hopefully there will be a Holy Hour with Eucharist 

adoration, apart from the weekly celebration of Sunday Liturgy on Wednesday night.   The 

element that makes me most happy is a plan to have each classroom of students to plan ahead for 

a certain Sunday liturgy and with study of the Gospel text, to make a social drama (short play of 

how we live a certain aspect today, then using the Gospel text make another short drama acting 

out how Jesus would have us live that same aspect).  My hope is to involve the kids into thinking 

how Jesus lived and taught us so as to live in His Light, to be real Salt in our day and place as 

followers of Jesus Christ (after last Sunday’s Gospel). 

 

We have had to experiences these last days of January and the first days of February that make 

me remember back to my own time on the farm east of Decatur in Wise County.  We have had a 

very bad plague of grasshoppers, really a plague, like clouds of them flying into a field of corn, 

demolishing it in short order and flying on to the next place, where pasture grass or some 

crop.  Our parish area is the first place hit, although it now has passed on to several other 

places.  We made the news all around here, on TV news programs and newspapers nationally. 

All this takes me back to 1955 and 1956 when the drought of the 50’s brought a plague of 

grasshopper to our farm.  I believe from what I saw this past week here was worse than our time 

in the 50’s.  It made me think of the plagues of Egypt in the time of Moses.  All of this affects so 

many of our kids’ families.  We waited long for the rain which finally came, but the drought time 

allowed a whopping amount of grasshoppers to hatch out also.  A lot corn and a good amount of 

pasture was pretty well destroyed or greatly damaged.  Here the national government, plus the 

state government along with the local government worked together to bring in small crop dusting 

planes to spray large areas.  This has two sides, and part of our land near the mountains along 

with our corn and sorghum maize also has some 100 or more honey bee hives, that will be 

greatly affected, in two ways.  One is that it will kill some, and in another way some of the 

poison will find its way into our honey, which means we will have to throw it out.  We are in the 

last stages of having our honey declared safe by the health department so as to sell for a better 

price.  This will affect that to a large extent.  It seems we get close to some betterment, then 

things go against us.  So be it and we continue, confident in God assisting us. 

 

Here it is two days before I must fly to the U. S. and I am yet writing this letter.  So much is 

going on at present, there just has not been time to do all the things needed to be done. I’ll 

probably cut short this letter so as to get it out, at least on Wednesday.  Before we had sure 

internet service only in the AM before all the people starting talking on the telephone.  Then our 

service was in and out, as telephone calls took up the potency on the telephone tower.  Just 

today, Monday, Feb. 6, our own internet service has been installed, and here I am at 6:30 in the 

evening with good service. But I have yet to prepare a priests’ bible study for tomorrow in Santa 

Cruz, although all is already in my mind.  I just need time to write it down, at least the bible 

passages that I will use. 

 

For a reflection what keeps coming to my mind are the last two Sundays’ Gospels, the 8 

Beatitudes of St. Matthew and we are to be salt and light for our world from St. Matthew 5, 1 to 

16. How much has Jesus put into our hands, our lives, how much Jesus is depending on us to 

continue what Jesus so strongly made evident to the people of His time and place. The Word 

made flesh means God in Essence of Love was made visible to weak and self-destroying 



humans, who seem to have great capacities to walk in their own way, apart from what Our God 

so made us for, the image and likeness of Love. Looking at our world, that which is close with so 

many families broken and children traumatized or harmed emotionally if not  physically, and 

further away with threats of and actual wars already going on, how much God is depending on us 

believers to show another way, the Way of God as found in Jesus Christ.  How much we need to 

read, pray the Scriptures each day, so as to let the Spirit of Jesus so penetrate us that we now in 

our time and place make the Way of Jesus public for all to see. 

 

I pray God’s Blessing on all of you there, and hoping to see some of you in the coming 6 weeks 

that I will be in the U. S. 

 

Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

Fr. Bob Thames 


